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THIN STAMP OVERLAY

Placing TEXTURE PAVE FOR STAMPING.

Keep a water sprayer with you to keep the surface of your skimcoat wet as you go.  In hotter weather it is common to soak the surface for 10-15 minutes prior to application.   Squeegee puddles off and go.  Use a sprayer to rewet any dried areas before coating.  DO NOT ALLOW THE SURFACE TO DRY, DO NOT PLACE MATERIAL OVER DRY SURFACE OR OVER A SURFACE THAT HAS STANDING WATER.   Mix up 3-4 bags of Texture Pave (if 100 sqft or more is to be installed) and a bucket of THIN FINISH (mixed with 7qts water per bag).  Squeegee back Thin Finish about 30 sqft for each back of Texture Pave you have mixed.   Apply your TEXTURE PAVE (mixed with 3.75-4.5 qts per bag – only mix over 4 if adding color to the mix, or if in direct sun; only mix less than 4 qts in cold conditions – 35 to 60 degrees) directly onto the wet THIN FINISH and gauge rake level (5/16” CAM height), it is not important to level perfectly, you just want to make sure you have at least ¼” every where.  You will leave ridges of excess material and rake tracks when gauge raking - this is fine, just sure you have a minimum ¼-5/16” everywhere and your excess material ridges are placed somewhat evenly.  You will even out the material and fill in the rake tracks with the magic trowel.  DO NOT get too far ahead of your wet skim as it will dry out and be useless so reapply wet THIN FINISH if necessary.  DO NOT GUAGE RAKE TEXTURE PAVE OVER DRIED THIN FINISH. It is very important to gauge down a consistent ¼” for your finish stamp coat to achieve consistent texture. If you break this rule - you’re looking at a bad stamp job.

As you gauge down your ¼” TEXTURE PAVE smooth out the rake lines with the 26” magic trowel.  Do not Fresno or steel trowel – you will pull up cream and “fines” in the mix which will make your mats stick to the overlay.  Always start you magic trowel pass from an edge, don’t start your pass in the middle of the surface, as it will leave a 26” straight line that will be very difficult to stamp out.  The weight of the trowel is usually quite sufficient, but you may have to add pressure to smooth out material smoothly.  Try to twist the handle very slightly to make sure the trailing edge of the magic trowel doesn’t create large ridges in the finished material.
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You are ready to stamp when the material feels like a damp marshmallow.  Test it with your finger and if it indents and doesn’t wet your finger you are ready.  Spray CLEAN stamp mats with the liquid release.  Carefully place the mats and begin stamping, feeling completely with your hands before walking on stamps.   Lay out TEXTURE PAVE strategically as to minimize the amount of surface you have to walk on.  Wipe cream off the stamp if present every time or as necessary and re-spray mat every time before it’s laid down. 
The idea behind wetting the surface before applying is to create a permanent bond and to force the overlay to dry from the top down.  The surface should be firm with the base being pliable which creates nice texture throughout.  If allowed to dry from the bottom up you’ll have trouble.  Dry times will naturally depend on the conditions surrounding the job; don’t apply more than you can handle.  Two guys can easily place & stamp up to 200 at one time.  Three can place up to 500, and you can add about 200-200 sqft for each installer you add after that.  Get familiar with these products before you get aggressive.  

There is no need to form thin stamp jobs.  As you gauge down material take a margin trowel and cut off the excess and again after you stamp.  Leave some material hanging over the edge slightly, and rub brick carefully to form a straight line and a 45 degree angle bevel on the side of the material.   On the side of porches or stair risers, paint colored THIN FINISH compliment the stamp.   Do not attempt to stamp vertically without charging plenty extra for it, and don’t do your verticals with your horizontals – stamp the tops first, then stamp the face so there is a cold joint where your horizontal Texture Pave meets your vertical Texture Pave.  
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